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SUBJECT: SED TAKES CONCILIATORY POSITION ON EUROCOMMUNISM 

1. SUMMARY: THE SED HAS NOT YET JOINED THE SOVIETS AND CZECHS 
IN CRITICIZING CARRILLO AND THE EUROCOMMUNISTS. IN 
STATEMENTS MADE SINCE THE NOVYE VREMYA ATTACK ON CARRILLO, 
POLITBURO MEMBERS HERMANN AXEN AND PAUL VERNER HAVE BOTH 
AVOIDED MENTIONING CARRILLO, WHILE TREADING 

LIGHTLY WITH THE EUROCOMMUNISM ISSUE AND 
ATTACKING THE WEST ON THE ARMS RACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS. 
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END SUMMARY. 

2. AXEN’SVIEWS ARE XPRESSED IN AN ARTICLE HONORING 

THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OE THE EUROEPAN COMMUNIST PARTY 
CONFERENCE. SCHEDULED TO APPEAR IN THE AUGUST 
EDITION OE PROBLEMS OF PEACE AND SOCIAILISM, 

THE AXEN PIECEWAS CARRIED IN SHORTENED EORM IN ALL 
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EASTBERLIN NEWSPAPERS ANDGDR FOREIGN POLICY WEEKLY 
HORIZONT ON JUNE 29. AS HEAD OF THE GDR'S ECPC 
TEAM, AXEN PLAYED A KEY MEDIATING ROLE IN THE 
PREPARATORY PHASE OF THE BERLIN CONFERENCE. HIS 
POSITIVEAPPRAISAL OF THECONFERENCE AND OF THE 
ROLE OF THE WESTERN EUROEPAN PARTIES 
REPRESENTS A CONTINUATION OF THIS ROLE. 

3. AXEN LAUDS THE BERLIN CONFERENCE FO R HAVING 
LIVED UP TO ITS PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY OF REACHING 
AGREEMENT ON A COMMON DOCUMENT. AXEN DESCRIBES 
THE DOCUMENT AS OFFERING A LONG-TERM COLLECTIVE 
ORIENTATION, BASED UPON COMMON EXPERIENCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES, AND AN ANALYSIS OF THE EUROEPAN 
SITUATION AFTER HELSINKI. HE ALSO PRAISES DEMOCRATIC 
CONSULTATIONS AMONG GHE PARTIES THAT TOOK THEIR 
DIFFERING SITUATIONS INTO ACCOUNT. HE TALKS AROUND 
THE FACT THAT THE CONFERENCE DID NOT ARRIVE AT A 
COMMON PROGRAM OF ACTION, HOWEVER, IN ASSERTING 
MERELY THAT THE CONFERENCE ITSELF REPRESENTD AN 
EXAMPLE OF UNIFIED ACTION AND SHOWED THE STRIVING OF 
ALL PARTIES TOWARD SUCH UNITY. HE NOTES THAT THE 
DIFFERING CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE VARIOOUS 
PARTIES OPERATE DID NOT HINDER COOPERATION , AND ASSERTS 
THATTHIS " STRIVING" TOWARD COMMON ACTION IS STRONGER 
THAN ATTEMPTS BY THE ENEMY TO SPLIT THE MOVEMENT. 
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4. AXEN PAINTS A PCITURE OE WHAT HE TERMS A " SLOWING 
DOWN" OF THE DETENTE PROCESS DURING THE PAST YEAR, AND 
ON THIS BASIS CALLS FOR CONTINUATION OF THE SOCIALIST 

" PEACE OEEENSIVE" AND INCREASED UNITY OE ACTION WITHIN 
THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT. AXEN CRITICIZES WESTERN 
ARMAMENT, THE STRENGTHENING OE NATO, AND THE DEVELOPMENT 
OE THE EEC AS A CENTER OF POLITICAL COORDINATION INCREASINGLY 
UNDER THE CONTROL OE THE ERG. HE ALSO WARNS AGAINST A 
MOUNTING WESTERN CAMPAIGN TO INTERFERE IN THE INTERNAL 
AEFAIRS OE THE SOCIALIST STATES AND RAISES THE PROSPECT 
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OE WESTEN POLITICAL INTERVENTION AGAINST EVENTUAL 

PARTICIPATION OP COMMUNIST PARTIES IN GOVERNMENTS IN WESTERN EUROEP. 

AXEN EXPRESSES CONCERN THAT REACTIONARIES IN THE WEST 

MAY HOPE THEY CAN PRESSURE THE SOCIALIST STATES WITH NEW 

WEAPONS AND EORCE AN INCREASED DEPENSE ON THEM TO 

CURTAIL THEIR ECONOMIC GROWTH. 

5. AGAINSTTHE BACKGROUND OP THESE WARNINGS, AXEN 
CONCLUDES THAT ANTI-IMPERIALIST SOLIDARITY MUST BE 
ICREASED , AND EACH COMMUNIST PARTY SHOULD BE AWARE OP 
ITS RESPONSIBILITY TO THE INTERNATIONAL WORKING CLASS. 

HE PARTICULARLY WARNS THAT ” REAL SOCIALISM"HAS BECOME 
THE PRIMARY TARGET OP WESTERN IDEOLOGICAL DIVERSION 
AVOIDINGCRITICIMS OF OTHER COMMUNIST PARTIES TO THE 
END, AXEN CALLS POR GRETAR UNITY OP ACTION WITHIN THE 
MOVEMENT AND WITH ALL DOMESTIC FORCES. 

6. THE POLITBURO MEMBER RESPONSIBLE POR SECURITY, 

VERNER, IS EVEN TOUGHER WITH THE WEST, PARTICCULARY 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS, IN HIS SPEECH DELIVERED JUNE29 AT THE 
PRAGUE CONPERNCE ON THE OCTOBER RESOLUTION. LIKE 
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AXEN HOWEVER HE EMPEOYS A MILD TONE IN DISCUSSING THE 
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT, STRESSING THE GDR'S ALLEGIANCE 
TO THE SOVIET UNION WITHOUT CRITICZING OTHER PARTIES. 
VERNER REITERATES GDR SUPPORT EOR THE DICTATORSHIP OP 
THE PROLETARIAT AND REPERS TO THE GDR AS A "COMPARTMENT" 

IN THE INTERNATIONAL CLASS STRUGGLE. HE NOTES THAT THE 
ENEMIES OP SOCIALISM CRITICIZE THE GDR EOR ACCEPTING 
THE GENERALLY APPLICABLE RULES OF SOCIALIST DEVELOPMEN, 

I.E. THE SOVIET MODEL. VERNER DENIES THAT THE GDR'S 
POSITION SETS LIMITS OT ITS INDEPENDENCE AND KEEPS IT 
PROM POLLOWING ITS NATIONAL INTERESTES. INSTEAD, VERNER 
ARGUES, THE GDR RECOGNIZES THE DIALECTICAL UNITY BETWEEN 
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ITS NATIONAL INTERESTS AND THE AWS OP THE INTERNATIONAE 
CLASS STRUGGLE, AND THUS SEES THE NCESSSITY OP ITS CLAOSE 
ALLIANCE WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND WILL REBUPF 
ALL ATTEMPTS TO WEAKEN THIS ALLIANCE. WHILE THUS TRACING 
THE GDR'S WELL-KNOWN VIEWS, VERNER ADDS THAT THE GDR 
DOES NOT REFERE TO GENERALLY APPLICABLE LAWS OF SOCIALISM 
IN AN ATTEMPT TO FORCE ITS POSITION ON ANYONE ELSE. 

HOWEVER, HE CRITICICIZES THE THEORIES OF DEMOCRATIC 
SOCIALISM PROPOSED BY THE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL FOR 
OVERLOOKING THAT THERE CAN BE NO TRUE DEMOCRACY WITHOUT 
SOCIALSIM. 

7. WITHOUT MENTIONING ANY COUNTRY BY NAME, VERNER 
ATTACKS THOSE WHO PRESENT THEMSELVES AS DEFENDERS OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS SUPPOSEDLY VIOLATED IN THE SOCIALIST STATES. 
HE ASSERTS THAT THESE SAME LEADERS NEGLECT THE SITUATION 
IN CHILE AND ELSEWHERE AND VIOLATE HUMAN RIGHTS IN THEIR 
OWN COUNTRIES. VERNER CLAIMS THAT THIS " PSYCHOLOGICAL 
WAR FARE" AGINST THE SOVIET UNION AND OTHER SOCIAL 
STATES CANNOT CHANGE THE FACT THAT HUMAN RIGHTS CAN ONLY 
EXIST UNDER SOCIALISM. 

8. COMMENT: THE SED HAS APPARENTLY DECIDED NOT TO 
JOIN IN CRITICIZING CARRILLO AND EUROCOMMUNISM AT THIS 
TIME AND MAY BE ATTEMTPING TO MAINTAIN THE MEDIATING 
ROLE IT PLAYED DURING THE BERLIN CONFERENCE. WHILE 
GDR NEWSPAPERS CARRIED THE TEXT OF THE NOVOYE VREMYA 
ATTACK ON CARRILLO, THE GDR HAS REFRAIND FROM INDEPENDENT 
COMMENTARY THUS FAR BEYOND THE MODERATE STATEMENTS BY 
AXEN AND VERNER. 
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